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Ba rtholomew and 


Goheen Launch New Books 


Redeemer 
community 
celebrates another 
major milestone in 
its history 


BY ANDREW VIS 


On the final day of classes last se- 
mester, members of the Redeemer 
community assembled to com- 
memorate two stunning academic 
achievements. Amid the flurry of 
students scram- 
bling to finish 
last-minute pa- 


pers, over 150 
faculty, staff, 
students, and 
visitors gath- 


ered in the front 
foyer to cele- 
brate the launch 
of The Drama 
of Scripture and 
Out of Egypt 

In The Drama 
of Scripture, 
ProfessorsCraig 


Israel, Christ, church, new creation), 
while maintaining a strong empha- 
sis on the role Christians today have 
to play in the Biblical story. 

Out of Egypt: Biblical Theology and 
Biblical Interpretation is the fifth vol- 
ume in the Scripture and Hermeneutics 
Series. The series, which is edited by 
Craig Bartholomew, seeks to renew 
Biblical studies in such a way that 
it helps, rather than hinders, the 
church to read Scripture as the 
Word of God. This particular vol- 
ume focuses on Biblical theology, 
and it tries to grasp Scripture in its 
totality according to its own catego- 
ries. 

The festivities began in late af- 
ternoon with 
splendid food 
platters and 
the music of a 
string quartet. 
Many _ milled 
around, enjoy- 
ing good con- 
versation, a 
pleasant atmo- 
sphere, and free 
snacks. Doug 
Loney  official- 
ly opened the 
book launch 
with a_ few 


Bartholomew : words of ‘wel 
and Michael] | inding Our Place in the come and a 
Goheen pro- Biblical Story short prayer. He 


vide a rich in- 
troduction to 


the Bible as a 
single grand 
story. Their 


book, which was designed as a first- 
year Religion 101 textbook, details 
the six acts of the Bible (creation, sin, 


Craig G. Bartholomew a 
Michael W. Goheen 


called the books 
“tremendous 
accomplish- 
ment,” and he 
drew special at- 
tention to the need to rejoice in such 
an achievement. 


In a brief address, Redeemer 


Dr. Craig Bartholomew boxes the ears of Dr. Michael Goheen at the community launch of 
their new book, The Drama of Scripture. Perhaps Bartholomew is demonstrating the tactics he used during 
the writing of the book to ensure that, whenever the two authors differed in opinion, Goheen’s ideas were 
relegated to the footnotes, as Bartholomew joked in his speech. 


President Justin, Cooper empha- 
sized Redeemer’s mission, not only 
to teach students, but also to sup- 
port scholarship and creative endea- 
vour. He highlighted Redeemer’s 
place, alongside three other prom- 
inent institutions, as a partner in 
the Scripture and Hermeneutics 
Seminar. He stated, “May we cele- 
brate the fruits. May there be an in- 


Campus Network Problems Nearly Patched 


Preventing future 
complications 
requires cooperation 
of staff, students 


BY STEVE VELDKAMP 


It’s an old, old story as far as we 
Redeemer 
access to the Internet 
only in its inconsistency 

Kitty Murray student residents 
have never known Internet stability. 
Their first two months were Internet- 
free thanks to promises from a wire- 
Internet company that could 
not be kept. After this, every other 
student became reacquainted with 
their Internet dependence. This dis- 
pleasure began roughly around the 
start of paper season, when a com- 
puter virus plagued the main build- 
ing’s network until the beginning of 
Christmas break. Further complica- 
tions due to the dated and inefficient 
setup of the network between cam- 
pus computers and the Internet ser- 
vice provider have continued to slow 
down, and even prevent, Internet 
connectivity. 

But Information Services Director 
Chris Knowles assures The Crown 
that things are “on the up and up” — 
that is, the most recent cause of insta- 
bility, another virus strike, has been 
pinpointed, and a simpler, more sta- 
ble network is on its way. 

What can be expected from the 
network in a few days—perhaps 
even as you read this? Unless you're 
willing to properly use and maintain 


students are concerned 


is consistent 


less 


your computer (or find someone who 
can), don’t expect anything. Owning 
a computer comes with a multitude 
of responsibilities, such as properly 
setting and keeping programs up to 
date and using antivirus software. 
Even if just a handful of students ne- 
glect this responsibility, the campus 
network could once again quickly 
collapse. 

If your dorm hasn’t already done 
so, have the RA or HA visit Tony 
Wiersma (in Computer Services), who 
will provide a CD with programs to 
protect your computer—and the net- 
work. Antivirus and anti-spyware 
programs are must-haves, and get- 
ting all the updates available for your 
version of Windows is crucial. 

Moreover, every student has the 
responsibility of reporting network 
problems to Computer Services (for 
example, when the Internet is down 
or email can’t be accessed). If you live 
in a dorm, have your RA or HA call 
on behalf of your whole dorm. 

File sharing, while mainly known 
for its perceived conveniences and 
ethical implications, is also danger- 
ous for your computer if it is used in 
ignorance. If you don’t know how to 
use shared files, get a friend to make 
sure that no one besides you can 
write on your shared folders, other- 
wise your computer will be a prime 
breeding ground for a nasty virus. 

Finally, if you wish to install any 
new network device, especially one 
for wireless Internet, call Computer 
Services to make sure it is set up in 
a way that doesn’t conflict with other 
settings on the network. 

Of course, it wasn’t only the stu- 
dents that caused last semester’s 
problems. So what exactly went 


wrong? If it isn’t obvious, there was 
more than one cause. Especially det- 
rimental was Anthony Schmidt's 
departure, which left Computer 
Services a»person short until Walter 
VanderKolk arrived and became fa- 
miliar with the network. It was dur- 
ing this time that “The Virus,” a.k.a. 
“F-bot,” wreaked havoc 

The second problem was also re- 
lated to the virus attack: a hesitancy 
to install the Windows XP Service 
Pack 2 update because of reported 
problems from multitudes of users 
across the Internet. This patch was ac- 
tually more necessary than harmful, 
covering up programming flaws so 
big that not even antivirus software 
could prevent F-bot from attacking 
unpatched computers. 

A third problem was a recently 
recognized inefficiency in our net- 
work setup and a rush to correct it 
before Christmas break (i.e. during 
exams). While the result is a much 
simpler and faster setup, there are 
kinks to be worked out. 

Consistent Internet 
pears to be on its way after sever- 
al long weeks of tough problems. 
Information Services won't hesitate 
to admit that mistakes were made on 
their part. But they are justified in re- 
fusing to take all the blame. Each stu- 
dent’s computer is first and foremost 
his or her responsibility, and neglect- 
ing that responsibility only provides 
an opportunity for new problems, 
not to mention making the resolution 
of other problems an even greater 
nightmare than they should be. A sta- 
ble network requires the cooperation 
of both Computer Services and every 
student. It isn’t just a pipe dream, 
even at Redeemer. € * 


access ap- 


Annual Winter Retreat 


1" 


crease. To God be the glory 

Religion Wolters 
expressed gratitude to 
Bartholomew and Goheen for their 


Professor Al 
his 


JENNIFER WEENING 


diligent work. An approach to the 
Bible as a single narrative is gener- 


SEE “DRAMA,” PAGE 4 


World Mourns Tragic 


——a 


Loss in Asia | 


Disaster spurs 
worldwide financial 
generosity, but 
rebuilding lives 
takes time 


BY TRACY VOORBERG 


The news from Southeast Asia 
keeps getting worse: unsanitary 
conditions, people without food, 
and a rising death toll. And more 
lives could be claimed in the weeks 
and months to come. 

No wonder relief agencies are 
working so hard to bring aid as 
quickly as possible. With each pass- 
ing day, the likelihood increases 
that waterborne illnesses and ma- 
laria will cause an epidemic. 

In the midst of unprecedent- 
ed devastation, the international 
community has been incredibly 
generous. Whether by giving to 
canvassers and relief agencies or 
helping to organize donations, peo- 
ple have opened their wallets and 
have given their time to help vic- 
tims of the tsunami. 

The scope of this disaster is un- 
precedented: Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 
southern India, Thailand, Malaysia, 
the Maldives, Bangladesh, Burma, 
Mauritius, Somalia, Kenya, 
Seychelles, and Tanzania. Relatives 
of tourists who were in the area 
at the time, as well as immigrants 


from the devastated countries, 
have felt the effects of the disaster | 
all over the world. It’s clear thatev- | 
eryone feels the need and desires | 
to help out: Canadians donated $7 
million to the Red Cross for relief | 
work in southeast Asia during the 
two days following the tsunami. | 

For now, the most important 
needs are clean water, food, medi- 
cal supplies, and sanitation mate- | 
rials. Relief agencies are working | 
around the clock to ensure that the | 
supplies go where they are needed 
most urgently. 

The Canadian Red Cross had 
been working in southeast Asia 
prior to the disaster, particularly 
in Sri Lanka, where they distrib- 
uted clean water, shelter materials, 
sanitation supplies, and medicine. 
Within 48 hours of the disaster, a | 
plane took off containing 25 tonnes 
of plastic sheeting, water contain- 
ers, and water purification tablets. 

World Vision has also sent two 
cargo planes of supplies to the 
stricken areas, in conjunction with 
Air Canada, and has aid workers 
working on the ground in these 
areas. They have set a fundraising 
goal of $50 million. 

Canada’s Disaster Assistance | 
Response Team (DART) was also 
deployed last Thursday; it is com- 
prised of 200 Canadian soldiers, 
including doctors and engineers. 
DART is being sent to eastern Sri 
Lanka, its biggest job being to pro- | 


| 
SEE “LACK,” PAGE 5 | 
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COMMENTARY 


The Secret to Keeping Your New Year’s Resolutions 


Editorial 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


I recently read somewhere a sug- 
gestion that went something like 
this: in order to avoid the feelings 
of failure that come along with 
breaking New Year’s resolutions, 
we should just resolve to gain ten 
pounds and exercise less. Of course, 
setting goals like that really begs 
the question of why we make reso- 
lutions in the first place. 

The start of a new year and, for 
university students, a new academ- 
ic semester, is an ideal time to re- 
flect on and evaluate the year gone 
by. We make resolutions as a way of 
convincing ourselves that this year 
is going to be better than the pre- 
vious one and that this particular 
year will be the one when our lives 
change for the better, or we finally 
become “happy” or “satisfied.” 

Goalsguy.com is a website that 
attempts to help people reach the 
goals they set. The site lists the top 
ten most common New Year’s reso- 
lutions: 

1. Lose weight 

2. Stop smoking 

3. Stick to a budget 

4. Save or earn more money 

5. Find a better job 

6. Become more organized 

7. Exercise more 

8. Be more patient at work and 
with others 

9. Eat better 

10. Become a better person 

There is nothing very surpris- 
ing on this list. People tend to have 
common areas in their lives that 
need improvement, which is why 
making New Year’s resolutions has 
come to be seen as a joke for many 
people. Nobody expects others to 
keep their resolutions—but why is 
this? Why do we seem to have such 
a hard time sticking to our resolu- 


tions? 

Experts list plenty of reasons. 
Most commonly, we tend to make 
the wrong kind of resolutions, and 
we expect instant, life-changing re- 
sults. An article in the Seattle Post- 
Intelligencer gives some helpful tips 
on how to make resolutions and 


keep them. 
Experts recommend _ setting 
smaller, more short-term goals 


rather than broad, unspecific reso- 
lutions. It is easy 
to resolve to lose 
weight, but “los- 
ing weight” is an 
abstract, intangible 
idea. Resolving in- 
stead to lose the 
ten pounds you put 
on since the sum- 
mer or to fit back 
into a certain pair 
of pants is a more 
concrete, attainable 
goal. Our resolu- 
tions should be re- 
alistic and practical. 
Rather than simply 
resolving to become 
more organized, we 
should set goals to 
organize one draw- 
er or cupboard each 
week. Rather than 
resolving to eat bet- 
ter, we should instead plan to re- 
place our afternoon snack of cookies 
with fruit or yogurt. Moving in in- 
cremental steps and setting new 
goals as we go along are important. 

Setbacks and disappointments 
are unavoidable when working 
toward improvements in various 
areas of life. Experts advise not to 
become discouraged when faced 
with delays in progress. Too often, 
people expect their goals to be ful- 
filled within a week or a month. But 
real change takes time and, in some 
cases, demands an entire lifestyle 
adjustment. 


Typical New 
Year’s resolutions 
tend to ignore the 
importance of the 

working of the 

Spirit; instead, 
they focus on the 
individual's ability 
to transform his 
or her own life, 
body, or attitude. 


The most important aspect in 
keeping resolutions is accountabil- 
ity of friends and family. It is much 
easier to stick to a workout regimen 
when you do it with a friend. Letting 
your dorm-mates know that you are 
trying to avoid watching too much 
television will share some of the re- 
sponsibility with them. Living in a 
Christian community, we should 
have a real understanding of the im- 
portance of accountability. “Bearing 
one another’s bur- 
dens” should be 
our daily reality. 

However, all this 
expert advice on 
how to make and 
keep New Year's 
resolutions really 
leads one to think 
about the place of 
resolutions in our 
Christian lives. The 
New Year's tradi- 
tion of setting goals 
and seeking _—to 
achieve them brings 
with it the worldly 
ideas of the impor- 
tance of material 
prosperity, physi- 
cal beauty, personal 
charisma, and fi- 
nancial success. 

Advice on how 
to make goals and dreams a real- 
ity, like that found on websites like 


goalsguy.com, mygoals.com, and 


hiaspire.com, encourages people 
with the humanistic notion that the 


power to change themselves comes 
from within. William Romanowski, 
in his book Eyes Wide Open: Looking 
for God in Popular Culture, calls this 
the “Wizard of Oz syndrome”: 
“Although they don’t know it,” he 
explains, “Dorothy and her friends 
have within themselves everything 
they need to secure their fate; their 
journey on the Yellow Brick Road 
brings them) to that realization. 


Spiritually Alive in 2005 


A call to bear fruit 
in lieu of embracing 
mere “Churchianity” 


BY CAROLINE BULK 


“Then [Jesus] told this parable: 
“A man had a fig tree, planted in his 
vineyard, and he went to look for 
fruit on it, but did not find any. So 
he said to the man who took care of 
the vineyard, ‘For three years now 
I’ve been coming to look for fruit on 
this fig tree and haven't found any. 
Cut it down! Why should it use up 
the soil?’ 

“ “ Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it 
alone for one more year, and I'll dig 
around it and fertilize it. If it bears 
fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut 
it down’ ” ” (Luke 13:6-9). 

The message of this parable is 
rather straightforward: Christians 
who do not produce fruit are dis- 
pensable. God desires active per- 
sons who seek spiritual growth 
and, as a result, work to further His 
kingdom. Passive “Churchians” 
need not apply. 

Churchians adhere to 
“Churchianity,” a passive version 
of Christianity. Like Christians, 


Churchians pray, read the Bible, 
attend church, and tithe; their ac- 
tions, however, do not go beyond 
the surface. Churchians submit 
selfish prayers that only solicit per- 
sonal blessings; they do not seek 
opportunities to be a blessing to 
others. Churchians read the Bible 
selectively, claiming such prom- 
ises as “never 
will I leave 
you; never will 
I forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5), 
while overlook- 
ing commands 
to “deny him- 
self and take up 


Like Christians, 
Churchians pray, 
read the Bible, 
attend church, and 


toms of Churchianity that may have 
crept into your own Christian walk? 
You are not alone. Growing leaves 
is easier than producing fruit, but 
God prefers a sparse, fruitful tree to 
a leafy, fruitless one. Cutting down 
a fruitless tree displays God’s jus- 
tice; allowing it one last chance to 
produce fruit displays His mercy. 
A new year 
has just begun. 
If your life has 
been fruitless 
until this point, 
resolve to pro- 
duce fruit in 
2005. If your life 
has been fruit- 


his cross dail c : 2 ful, resolve to 
and follow an tithe; their actions, produce more. 
(Luke 9:23). The Christian 

Churchians however, do not go life is not 
do not regular- about becom- 
ly attend miwdi beyond the surface. ing  comfort- 
out of a desire EE a able in passive 
to learn more Churchianity; 


about God’s Word and His will, but 
rather they attend only because it is 
expected. Churchian tithes are not 
the first fruits of thankfulness; they 
are the leftovers of payday, grudg- 
ingly placed in the offering plate 
only to uphold appearances. 

Take a look at the last three years 
of your life. Do you recognize symp- 


Thresh Uncovered III 
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10pm 


instead, it is about actively seeking 
God's will and growing in a rela- 
tionship with Him. Fertilizing your 
life with regular devotions, prayer 
journals, Bible studies, or volunteer 
efforts will increase your fruitful- 
ness. Embrace God's gift of mercy 
in 2005, because it may be a limited 
time offer. « ? 


Ultimately, they have no real need 
of the Wizard, a God figure whose 
pyrotechnical visage is unmasked, 
revealing only a bumbling old man” 
(114). This humanistic worldview is 
clearly the foundation on which 
these goal-setting and dream- 
achieving companies are based. 

The Reformed view of our utter 
inability to do any good on our 
own is an idea that is complete- 
ly rejected by our culture. Ads for 
online dating services encourage 
you to “take your destiny into your 
own hands”; weight loss programs 
promise to help you “discover the 
new you”; fitness clubs will build 
you a flawless body. Television re- 
ality shows like Extreme Makeover 
demonstrate the power of indi- 
viduals to overcome challenges 
that prevent them from living the 
good life. 

As Christians, we take part in 
a constant process of renewal. 
Sanctification, which began when 
we accepted Christ as our Lord and 


Saviour, is continued through the 
work of the Holy Spirit. Paul re- 
minds us that we are to be “trans- 
formed by the renewing of our 
minds” (Romans 12:2), and this 
process is lifelong. Typical New 
Year’s resolutions tend to ignore the 
importance of the working of the 
Spirit; instead, they focus on the in- 
dividual’s ability to transform his or 
her own life, body, or attitude. 

Of course, there is nothing 
wrong with evaluating our lives 
and recognizing the problem areas 
therein. As Christians, however, 
the goals we choose to set and the 
manner in which we go about real- 
izing them should be informed by 
the Gospel. Rather than focusing on 
our physical appearance, for exam- 
ple, why don’t we spend some time 
assessing the health of our relation- 
ship with God? And let’s remember 
by whose strength we will achieve 
our goals, for “what is impossible 
with men is possible with God” 
(Luke 18:27). ¢ ? 
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Racoon Dinner 


RE: “News Musings,” Dec. 8. 

In response to the colourful 
commentary “News Musings” by 
Natalie Armstrong and Louizandre 
Dauphin, | would like to clarify 
some of the facts in their coverage 
of the raccoon dinner that took place 


nearest dumpster: Lest some of the 
partakers in the Raccoon dinner 
get wor ried about what they ate, it 
is necessary to reiterate that it was 
harvested far from roads, creeks, 
and houses in a large woodlot 
containing nothing but the best of 


TH 


COMMENTARY / Page 3 


Letters to the Editor 


ICS: Blurring Boundaries? 


RE: “Western Church, ICS Struggle 
to be Faithfully Relevant,” Dec. 8. 

Albert Postma has stumbled upon 
important issues about creational 
order in his most recent article, but 
on many points I would argue that 
he is begging for a number of ques- 
tions to be asked. 


concern of Postma’s article because 
he has subordinated love to knowl- 
edge. Only near the end of his arti- 
cle does Postma speak specifically: 
“I hate murder, rape, theft, abuse, 
marital unfaithfulness, homosexu- 
ality, and poor scholarship.” The 
trouble with Albert's list, other than 


In fact, I struggle to find in his 
article the Biblical rooting that he 
calls for. The only Scripture refer- 
ence was given by the “wayward” 
ICS professor. If the Bible is the au- 
thoritative source, why is it never 
referenced by Postma? Al Wolters is 
mentioned, but he is not yet canon- 


some weeks ago on campus. I quote: foods for ‘coons to dine upon: hick- : 
“Which brings us to our next ory nuts, raspberries, and corn. First is the question of the origin the strained relationship between ized. Christ's own example of love is 
topic: Anyone up for some raccoon? 3. Marinated in a “secret” family | of these structures. Are structures a__ his hate objects, is that he makes no never mentioned by Postma. And | 
Our resident hillbilly Dan Brinkman _ recipe: I alone take credit for this | part of our creation or something in attempt to avoid his final item, and would expect him to at least observe 
has kindly offered to enlighten the dish, as I am the only member of | the mind of God? If they are part of _ his faith statement is based on hate. the radical dynamics of Christ's re- 
adventurous to this great northern the family that is of the Hillbilly | our creation, then it may be possible, How much more Christian would it lationship with women upon his 


delicacy. Mmm...think of how won- 
derful some old fashioned ‘coon 
would taste after it was trapped 
while feeding out of your nearest 
dumpster and then marinated in a 
‘secret’ family recipe. Bon appetit.” 


persuasion, My family eats the 
standard Dutch meat and pota- 
toes. And yes, we do have running 
water, electricity, television, tele- 
phone, and the internet. 
| wish to thank the authors for 


in a thought experiment, to suspend 
these structures, just as one can op- 
erate outside the concept of gravity. 
But if they are from the very mind of 
God, I wonder how a finite mind can 
comprehend this infinite structure. 


be to affirm, “I love life, purity, jus- 
tice, faithfulness, and scholarship.” I 
can imagine Postma’s song: “They'll 
know we are Christians if we know 
what love is.” Sing along everyone. 
While reading Postma’s article, | 


speaking about the phantom femi- 
nist agenda. 

Regarding the “issue” of women, 
I was supposed to be equally 
shocked at Christians blatantly al- 
lowing women’s concerns to be 


Some correction is necessary their coverage of the wild foods | And if these are structures imposed had an ever-dwindling belief that considered. Surely anyone who lis- 
here: event. There have been other wild | by God, how is man able to elude or _ he has any experience with these is- tens to a woman must be pushing a 
1. Northern delicacy: Raccoon is game dinners taking place in the | ignore them? sues. He has, as yet, not been mur- feminist agenda! Perhaps I am look- 


more properly noted as a Southern 
USA treat. In fact, Georgia and 
Alabama actually have intensive 
stocking and reintroduction pro- 
grams in place to alleviate the stress- 
es of over-hunting caused by their 
popularity as table fare! 

2. Trapped while feeding out of your 


Redeemer community and should 
good fortune permit it, there will 
be more. Stay tuned for another ep- 
isode of Hillbillies’ Corner in an up- 
coming issue of The Crown, where 
we will discuss “The Other Other 
White Meat.” 
Dan Brinkman 


Hockey Rivalry 


RE: “Knights Cook Royals for 
Thanksgiving Dinner,” Dec. 8 

This letter is not about Marcel 
VanderWier’s article, but about the 
Redeemer-Calvin annual hockey 
game in general. I went to the game 
on Saturday, November 27, and left 
feeling ecstatic that the Royals had 
managed to lose by only four goals, 
mostly thanks to the outstanding 
play of their goalie. Does this seem 
silly to anyone else? I enjoy a friend- 
ly rivalry, but I’m pretty sure that no 
one thinks the Royals are rivals to 
the Knights. And why should they 
be? Calvin's team has a much larger 
pool of athletes from which to select 


a team, including a large number of 
talented Canadians, and they prac- 
tice several times a week, much 
more often than any Redeemer 
sports team. There is no reason that 
Redeemer should win; it would be 
ridiculous to expect it. Maybe when 
this tradition began “the Canadian 
small school” versus “the American 
big school” match-up made sense, 
but it simply doesn’t anymore. 
What does continuing this tradition 
accomplish except for making our 
hockey players look silly? Maybe 
it’s time we simply let this tradi- 
tion die. 
Jacqueline Donkersloot 


Second, Postma implies that he 
understands the creational order 
and its distortions, yet he makes no 
attempt to delineate what is a creat- 
ed structure and what is an histori- 
cal structure. Since structure seems 
to be such a primary concern for 
Postma, I think more detail as to its 
workings and what it entails is es- 
sential. Such detail is the mandate of 
good scholarship. If I went to a con- 
ference titled Blurring Boundaries and 
Crossing Thresholds, 1 would assume 
that I was in a post-structuralist set- 
ting. But for Postma, it seems that 
structuralism is not so much to be 
defended as merely asserted as su- 
perior. 

Third, structures appear, in many 
ways, to be a backward glance at life. 
One does not comprehend creation- 
al structures and then move into 
praxis—the translation of idea into 
action. Such structures, if they exist, 
are discerned through reflection—a 
viewing of experience in a reversal 
of temporality. That is to say, such 
reflection steps outside the bounds 
of praxis, Structures conceived in 
this way are not the guide. In fact, 


dered, not been married, and, if | 
were to guess, not been a homosexu- 
al. But perhaps the reader may show 
some sympathy since one could eas- 
ily suppose that he has been the vic- 
tim of theft and the perpetrator of 
poor scholarship. 

But surely love is the concern 
of Christians. The very limitations 
of love set forth in the article pres- 
ent, to use a Postma-ism, a disturb- 
ing trend: “It is only by recognizing 
the creational order and its distor- 
tions that true love and compassion 
can emerge.” This statement is a 
shocking reductio ad absurdum, as is 
Postma’s conclusion that “it is im- 
possible to truly love a victim of 
rape unless you first recognize the 
powerful sinful distortion of sex- 
uality that rape is.” I would sug- 
gest that compassion does not come 
from knowledge. If this is his origi- 
nal contribution to Christian schol- 
arship, then he should return to his 
clichés. 

[ have little, if any, understanding 
of the sort of creational structures 
and distortions to which Postma re- 
fers, yet there is no such knowledge 


ing too much at the Bible and miss- 
ing Postma’s “Biblical rooting.” If a 
Biblical source is what you aim for, 
show your points Scripturally and 
drop the Neo-Kantian categorical 
imperative. 

It seems to me that the basis of this 
article is social rather than Biblical. 
There is a Reformed veneer, and a 
Reformed authority is invoked, but 
no attempt is made to delve into 
any issue. While castigating “rele- 
vance, relevance, relevance,” he fails 
to mention why being relevant as a 
church is wrong. I was supposed 
to be scandalized by the mere idea 
that a church is attempting to be rel- 
evant. “Church...relevance...you 
know what I mean.” Thanks, Al. 

“It is important to recognize that 
true Christian scholarship is rooted 
in the gospel, revealed in Scripture, 
which acts as the starting point and 
permeates the entire process of scho- 
lastic work.” I approached his article 
with the assumption that somebody 
who hates poor scholarship would 
invest in research in order to avoid 
it. So I assumed that Postma would 
be careful with his words and con- 
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current knowledge, wisdom, and 
understanding. The creational struc- 
tures that manifest themselves in my 
life cannot be known in advance. 

In noting this I would “recol- 
lect” what Anti-Climacus noted: 
“Admittedly, thinkers say that actu- 
ality is annihilated possibility, but 
that is not entirely true; it is the con- 
summated, the active possibility.” 
As people, we are bound by human 
finiteness in both the temporal and 
mental sense. In talking about the 
discerning of structures, it is impor- 
tant that we at least acknowledge the 
difference between “a priori” and “a 
posteriori” categories and accept the 
authority lost under the latter. 

Beyond any discussion of struc- 
ture, the fundamental Christian con- 


cern for love seems to have been 


Pel Eu Mal seat a | 


minimized in Postma’s article. Love 
does not ned as the fundamental 


manity for the worst of rationalism 
in his article. Love throughout his 
article is dependant on comprehen- 
sion. In his definition, Postma has 
excluded young children from the 
ability to love. Childlike love can no 
longer be our example. Christ stands 
corrected by Postma. Paul in his first 
letter to the Corinthians never men- 
tions love as a form of knowledge, 
but Pauline love is corrected by 
Postma. Paul’s love in his epistles 
fails to be epistemological. People 
who are mentally handicapped can- 
not make the grade of Postma’s love, 
nor can the less academic or those 
with Alzheimer’s symptoms. If this 
is love, misunderstood by Christ 
and Paul, I pray that I never love but 
instead have my heart filled with the 
unexplainable Other passion drawn 
from beyond human understand- 
ing. 


the group of thirteenth and four- 
teenth-century —_ theologians...[no- 
tably Aquinas]...that set down the 
dogma of the Catholic Church” 
(http://cepa.newschool.edu/het/schools/ 
ancients.htm). Or did he mean “schol- 
arly” work? 

In fact, Postma’s position would 
exclude many from faith. All those 
who lived before the Bible was writ- 
ten, like Abraham, could not have 
had a Biblically rooted faith, nor 
could Noah who walked with God. 
Mentally challenged people who 
cannot comprehend the structures 
are likewise excluded. 

Please note that I am not writing 
as a scholar or an authority. I am 
writing to affirm faith and love be- 
yond reason and knowledge and to 
give hope to the human hearts left 
on the margins. 

hee eh: VanArragon 


“What's Your New Year’s Resolution?” 


COMPILED BY AMYANN FAUL 
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smoking never 
stick, so I don’t 
bother anymore, It’s 
got to be something 
you can actually 
accomplish. 


The Midnight Breakfast, Redeemer’s exam tradition, was held on December 

15. Students dressed in their “midnight best” to be served “the best meal of exams” by 
members of the faculty and staff. Above, students Sam Martin, Emily Clark, Amanda 
Baker, Samantha Merrifield, and Andrea Lennox enjoy a nice study break. Right, Matt 


Pamplin and Cam Stretch serve up some fun! 
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The Crown Adds New Online Forums 


Here's a site you 
really should 
bookmark 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


The Crown Online is Redeemer’s 
student voice on the Web; it’s also 
home to a forum for discussion. If 
you are looking for a place to discuss 
the articles and opinions that you see 
in print every other week, then this 
is the website to save in your brows- 
er’s “favourites” folder. 

The Crown's “Centre for Purposeful 
Discussion” hosts three forums. The 
“Current Events” folder provides 
a place where users can post mes- 
sages regarding life outside of the 
Redeemer campus and around the 


world. The “Responses to Articles” 
forum is the place to go to share your 
thoughts about what 
is published in The 
Crown. If an article 
has either inspired 
or incensed you, or 
if you feel any other 
emotion in between, 
be sure to sign in and 


If an article has 
either inspired 
or incensed you, 
or if you feel any 


ther to get the word out regarding 
your upcoming event or to discuss 
student activities, 
and “Academia” pro- 
vides an outlet for 
students and profes- 
sors alike to discuss 
classes and deep 
thoughts or simply 
to interact with one 


post a response here . . another. 

The “Suggestions” other emotion in Each forum al- 
forum serves as a between, post a lows for the creation 
channel through of new topics, under 


which you may con- 


vey constructive 


criticism regarding 
ways the publication or the website 
may be improved. Use this forum to 
supply feedback! 

Recently created forums offer a 
new place to discuss campus life: 
“Coram Deo” is the perfect spot ei- 


Drama of Scripture Affirms 
Bible as Grand Narrative 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


ally not well-received in the acad- 
emy, and Wolters thanked the two 
men for striving to allow the light 
of Scripture to be shed on all our 


lives. 
In turn, Bartholomew stressed 
the importance of recovering a 


healthy view of the Bible. He re- 
called John Stott’s emphasis on giv- 
ing prayer back to the church, and 
he noted the necessity of also giving 
the Bible back to the church. He said 
that the “importance of the Bible is 
that it is the field in which we find 
hidden the treasure of Christ!” 

But beyond simply 
ing the importance of the Bible, 
Bartholomew wanted to affirm a re- 
trieval of the Bible as God’s grand 
story. The church must recognize 
that Scripture, as God's story, re- 
veals a God that is active and busy 
in the world. This God, in turn, in- 
vites us to participate in His com- 
prehensive redemptive work. And 
although Bartholomew humbly 
acknowledged that books 


recover- 


these 


will not give the Bible back to the 
church, he recognized that they are 
a small step in the right direction, 


Students Alaina Frankruyter and Simon LeSieur pore over 
Goheen and Bartholomew’s newly published Drama of Scripture. 


Goheen took the last opportu- | 


nity to speak at the book launch. 
He gratefully thanked two people 


who had greatly contributed to | 
The Drama of Scripture: his son, Ben | 
Ben Goheen | 


Goheen, and Loney. 


used his artistic talent to create the | 
many illustrations that adorn the | 


pages of The Drama of Scripture. 
Loney spent countless hours using 
his writing skills to revise the man- 
uscript of the book; he ensured that 
it flows well and that it makes for an 
engaging read. 

The book launch proved to be 
a remarkable community-build- 
ing event for Redeemer. As one 
Redeemer student mentioned af- 
terward, the launch succeeded in 
bringing the Redeemer commu- 
nity together in a type of healthy 
celebration that doesn’t happen fre- 


quently enough. One can only hope | 


that, as Redeemer professors and 
students continue to offer their gifts 
faithfully and humbly before the 
Lord, our community will contin- 
ue to rally in support and celebra- 
tion of sound scholarship. In such 


rejoicing, Christians enter what 
might best be termed “hallelujah 
territory”! @ * 


response 


JEN WEENING 


which users may 
post responses and 
comments to previ- 
ous messages. The “phpBB” open- 
source bulletin-board software that 
was utilized to create this online 
Crown community. allows users to 
create public profiles, privately mes- 
sage one another, and keep tabs on 
the number of posts that have been 
written. 

Becoming a member is easy: click 


‘on “Register,” fill out the form to 


AMYANN FAUL 


The Redeemer community 
gets involved in the tsunami 
relief effort. Above, senator 
Laura Johnson holds up 
the collection bin for the 
loonie drive that took place 
on Monday and Tuesday of 
this week. Right, Williams 
employees donate their 
tips to World Vision's 

work in southeast Asia. A 
fundraising committee is 
also being formed. 


JEN WEENING 


complete your user profile, and re- 
member your user name and pass- 
word for future log-ins. Once you do 
register, taking part in the commu- 
nity is as simple as finding the ap- 
propriate forum and posting your 
thoughts. 

The Crown's message-board com- 
munity exists as an outlet for read- 
ers to share, debate, and engage in 
ongoing discussion with one anoth- 
er. It holds the potential to become a 
vibrant community and a centre for 
dialogue, but The Crown needs its 
readers to participate! 

Surf over to www.thecrown.ca as 
soon as you put down this print copy, 
and follow the “Discussion Centre” 
link that is listed within the sidebar. 
Post a comment about any article 
that elicits a personal response, or 
take part in an ongoing discussion. 
Set up a link to The Crown message 
boards on your blog, and keep the 
site book-marked in your browser, 
since The Crown Online is a great 
place to connect with others. « ” 
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BY JAKE BELDER AND 
AARON VERHOEF 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Nearly two weeks after a dey 
astating tsunami struck south 
east Asia, more than 150, 000 
people are confirmed dead. The 
United Nations is speculating 
that more than a third of these 
casualties are children. The orga- 
nization has officially taken over 
the relief effort. Former United 
States Presidents George Bush Sr. 
and Bill Clinton are heading up 
relief efforts within the country. 
Currently, global pledges to help 
the region are upwards of $3 bil- 
lion, but many warn that if aid is 
not administered as soon as pos- 
sible, death toll numbers could 
double due to disease caused by 
unsanitary conditions. 


UKRAINE 


In a presidential battle that 
appears as though it will never 
end, the defeated candidate, 
Viktor Yanukovych, has ap- 
pealed to the Ukrainian Supreme 
Court to challenge new President 
Viktor Yushchenko’s _ victory. 
Yanukovych has publicly stat- 
ed that he has no chance of suc- 
cess, but he will still appeal. 
The country remains unstable 
after the December 26 election. 
Yushchenko is expected to be 
inaugurated at the end of the 
week. 


CHILE 


Former Chilean Dictator 
General Augusto Pinochet has 
been placed under house arrest 
after being indicted on murder 
and kidnapping charges. A mili- 
tary police battalion has been put 
in place to stand guard around 
the house. During his 17-year 
reign, which ended in 1990, 3, 
000 people died and 17, 000 
were tortured on his orders. He 
has never been tried for human- 
rights violations before. 


IRAQ 


With the upcoming election at 
the end of the month, the United 
States has once again boosted 
the number of troops in Iraq by 
sending another 33, 000 into the 
region. The country of Jordan 
has announced its support of 
the Iraqi election and is hold- 
ing a meeting with the countries 
neighboring Iraq to garner their 
support for the election as well. 
Iran has boycotted this meeting, 
however, and many that 
the country may be attempt- 
ing to extend its sphere of influ- 
ence over Iraq. King Abdullah 
of Jordan has claimed that over 
a million Iranians have entered 
Iraq to vote in the January 30 
election. Violence continues un 
abated in this extremely volatile 
area. The governor of Baghdad, 
Ali Al-Haidri, 


ed this past week. He had sur- 


fear 


was assassinat 


vived an assassination attempt in 
September. ¢ 
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Asking “Why?” in the 
Midst of Disaster 


INDIA 
10,012 


> WASHINGTON POST) 


And Now, Back to our ay 
Scheduled Programming 


How can we live 
business as usual 
when so many 
suffer in Asia? 


DAN POSTMA 


Puttering the halls of Redeemer, 
thousands of miles from ground zero 
of the Asian tsunami disaster, we 
can’t deny it: we are detached, we are 
ignorant, and once the story slides 
out of sight to page two in our news- 
papers, the whole scene may slide 
right out of our minds. 

Heck, even today, less than two 
weeks after the tragedy, while whole 
continents have shelved normal- 
cy and are singularly focused on 
recovery, it’s business as usual in 
North American malls, homes, and 
schools. 

Is this natural? Perhaps so. After 
all, the tidal wave did not strike our 
coast, so we shouldn’t expect our 
landscape, or the surface of our soci- 
ety, to change noticeably. 

But what is obscene and unaccept- 
able is the disparity in psychologi- 
cal landscapes. In our comfortable, 
work-a-day context, the media re- 
mind us of the ongoing disaster relief 
effort about five or perhaps ten times 
per day at the most, which will natu- 
rally decrease over time. Meanwhile, 
billions in that quarter of the world 
will think of little else for months, or 
years, 

At issue is perspective; ours is 
lousy. We should be shamed by what 
we read next. 

Do we see what they see? 

“Yesterday, after the last foreign- 
ers were whisked away in buses, 
the villagers of the devastated coast- 
line were left alone in the temple to 
contemplate their shattered lives. 
Pirayanth Botega, a waiter at the 
Club Lanka Hotel, lost his home, 
his livelihood, his wife, and his child 
when the tsunami tore through the 
resort as he was serving breakfast. 

“Everyone | had is gone,’ he said, 
his eyes filling with tears, ‘I don’t 
know what will happen now, Maybe 
the tourists will never come back. We 
have no future. Everything is gone. 
| pray every time for Jesus, but no 
help comes,’” ~From “‘I Pray, But No 
Help Comes,’” by Robin Gedye, Ottawa 
Citizen, December 30. 

—” 


“They‘re known as ‘the team 
that sleeps with the dead’—a group 
of ultra-Orthodox Jewish forensic 
workers who have matched body 


parts to identities after countless 
scenes of carnage in Israel. Now in 
Thailand, they have only one way 
to describe the aftermath of the tsu- 
nami: a disaster, literally, of biblical 
proportions. 

“Only during the great flood 
in Genesis have there been sights 
like this, so many 
corpses, sO many,’ 
said Yehuda Meshi- 
Zahavy, a_ team 
leader. ‘We are ex- 
periencing ... some- 
thing from the days 
of Genesis.’ 

“Everything we 
know in Israel, all 
the terrorist bomb- 
ings don’t begin 
to compare to what is happening 
here.” ~From “Tsunami Forensics 
Team Evokes Bible Images” by Miranda 
Leitsinger, Yahoo! News, January 6. 
Modeling a rare hope 

How, I beg to know, can we allow 
ourselves to continue normal lives 
while this carnage, this human waste- 
land, unfolds across the Pacific? How 
can we lunge for Boxing Day deals 
while so many are dying at the very 
same time? Technology seems to be 
making the globe smaller, yet these 
two contexts might as well be in sep- 
arate dimensions. How do we patch 
this monstrous disconnection? 

Obviously it is naive to expect mil- 
lions of warm-hearted Christians to 
fly to ground zero and personally 
tend to victims and their families. 
Most aid agencies, in fact, refuse to 
take on untrained personnel, even in 
times of crisis, as the added burden 
of volunteers’ food, shelter, health, 
and security can easily overwhelm 
resources that are already taxed. 
Helpers lacking prior disaster relief 
experience or technical skills are gen- 
erally unwelcome in disaster zones. 
So how else can we care? 

Money is certainly a start. I’m not 
questioning our financial generos- 
ity. Canada and the United States 
have led the way in providing finan- 
cial and material aid to the disaster 
zone. But I am convinced that dona- 
tions cannot be the climax; we can- 
not empty our wallets and continue 
on our way. “If I give all I possess to 
the poor and surrender my body to 
the flames, but have not love, I gain 
nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3). 

The tsunami victims were cre- 
ated in God's image exactly as we 
were. We, of all people in this post- 
Christian society, must publicly be- 
lieve that, as they suffer in Asia, we 
suffer with them. This means that the 
surface of our lives must change, Our 
eyes need to come off our bank state- 


One of Christ’s most 
difficult mandates is 
to get over ourselves 
and our plenty, and 
focus on the suffering ate. 
and their needs. 


ments, computer screens, and dinner 
plates; we're not needy, and we don’t 
need more wealth. One of Christ's 
most difficult mandates is to get over 
ourselves a r plenty, and focus 
on the suffering and their needs. 

The wealthy world needs a new 
focus, and Christ's followers are 
anointed to illu- 
mine it and fight 
for it. Maybe that 
means a Missions 
minor should be a 
core requirement 
for every Christian 
university gradu- 
Certainly _ it 
means that we 
should set an ex- 
ample for the self- 
centred public around us. Why do 
we take the courses we do? Why do 
we buy the things we do and spend 
our time the way we do? If our an- 
swers are the same as the rest of this 
city, are we setting ourselves apart 
for God's glory? 

Break the mold. Donate money if 
you can, but do it as part of Christ's 
mandate; we have a higher calling 
than feel-good shivers. Most of all, 
break the surface of a programmed 
culture shockingly unruffled by this 
tragedy. Model the hope we have in 
Christ, and believe that God is pres- 
ent and working, even amid carnage 
and disaster. 

“We rejoice in the hope of the 
glory of God. Not only so, but we 
also rejoice in our sufferings, be- 
cause we know that suffering pro- 
duces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope” 
(Romans 5:2-4). « * 


Christians provide 
comfort in times of 
trouble 


BY JAKE BELDER 


The tsunami disaster that struck 
southeast Asia on December 26, 
2004, was one of the most horrif- 
ic natural disasters to ever occur. 
People’s lives changed forever; 
homes, businesses, and families 
were completely lost. The death 
tolls tell us that over 150, 000 are 
dead, and over one-third of the 
dead are children. 

For many people, this kind of 
disaster has them asking the ques- 
tion of how God could let such an 
event happen. Why would a God of 
love cause so much destruction and 
let so many people die? It’s a ques- 
tion asked not only by people di- 
rectly affected by the tsunami, but 
also by those in other parts of the 
world who witnessed such a thing 
happen. Even the Archbishop of 
Canterbury stated that the disas- 
ter has caused him to have doubts 
about God. 

We live in a world in which peo- 
ple want answers to everything. 
The question of “how” is easily an- 
swered. It all starts with an under- 
sea earthquake that displaces water 
and produces massive waves that 
increase in height as they move clos- 
er to the shore. They come on shore 
not as waves that break, but as walls 
of water called bores. 

But this scientific explanation is 
not enough to make someone cur- 
rently living in what remains of 
southeast Asia to sit back and say, 
“Okay, thanks. Now I'll go start my 
life over again.” Asking how such 
an event like this happens is com- 
pletely overshadowed by the seem- 
ingly unanswerable question: Why? 

Right now there are people all 
over the world asking the same 
question. Newspaper articles and 
columns are trying to provide an- 
swers; leaders of all of the major reli- 
gions are trying to offer their take on 
it. Will we ever be able to answer it? 

The question comes to a head on 
the issue of theodicy. Theodicy is 
the area of theology that tries to rec- 
oncile how an almighty, loving, and 
just God, whose hand is at work in 
all of history, can continually allow 
such seemingly needless and cata- 
clysmic disasters to happen. One 
of the most common answers to the 
question is that the disaster is part 
of God’s plan and that it’s punish- 
ment for human sin. But an answer 
like this seems a little sketchy —after 
all, does not everyone in the world 
sin? Why then was only southeast 
Asia punished? 

Other explanations suggest that 
the disaster is a reminder from God 
of His power and that He created 
the world and can destroy it too. 
Or perhaps people will answer with 
the more evasive suggestions that 
this is all a mystery and that we 
simply can’t understand God's plan. 
And then there is the ever-popular 
answer that this is yet again a sign 
of the end times, evidence of the 
turmoil and destruction foretold in 
the book of Revelation. 


I certainly am not God, and there- 
fore I cannot offer you the ultimate 
answer to the question of “why.” 
But what I will do is offer the an- 
swer that those who hold to the 
Reformed tradition of Christianity 
would give. 

Disasters such as the tsunami are 
undoubtedly evil. There is nothing 
good about 150, 000 people having 
lost their lives, nor is there anything 
good about millions more having 
lost everything but their lives. The 
existence of evil is purely our own 
fault. God did not cause evil to exist. 
It is only due to the fall of our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, that sin is 
present in the world. They, and sub- 
sequently we, have rebelled against 
God. Our nature is such that we are 
prone to hate God. Evil cannot be 
blamed on God; it must be blamed 
on us. According to Dr. Theodore 
Plantinga’s book Learning to Live 
with Evil, evil “is not the result of 
some deficiency in our basic make- 
up or nature but the consequence of 
our perverse and corrupt will.” 

It is this sin in which we are 
submersed that has caused dis- 
ruption in the creation order. God 
created everything perfect. He cre- 
ated a world without tsunamis, 
hurricanes, and other destructive 
forces of nature. He created a world 
in which His created beings, we in- 
cluded, could live peacefully. But 
we sinned, we rebelled, and we are 
the insurgents who have disrupted 
that creation order so that these de- 
structive forces of nature now exist. 
Plantinga writes, “Sin brings about 
certain consequences: it shapes our 
situation...we do evil—and we suf- 
fer evil.” 

What is left for us, and for the 
millions in southeast Asia affected 
by the tsunami, is to do exactly what 
Plantinga suggests in the title of his 
book: we need to learn to live with 
evil. Sin is alien to the creation, but 
as long as this creation continues to 
exist, so will sin and the suffering 
that goes along with it. As believ- 
ers, we have the grace of God to rest 
upon. We know that the suffering 
we experience is not a payment for 
our sin; Christ has made that pay- 
ment for us already. At this point, all 
we can do is wait—wait for the glo- 
rious return of Christ to restore His 
creation and make all things right 
again. 

Admittedly, and unfortunately, 
this offers no hope for the unbeliev- 
er. For Christians, death is a posi- 
tive thing in light of the eternal life 
it brings. But this is quite the oppo- 
site for the unbeliever. For them, the 
explanation I’ve provided for why a 
disaster of such mass proportions 
can happen is nonsense. It makes no 
sense to them and provides no com- 
fort. But their confusion is a win- 
dow of opportunity through which 
we can shine the light of Christ. We 
have an explanation, and on top of 
that, we offer a message of hope! 

In the face of an awful disaster, 
asking “why” is inevitable. There is 
no doubt that this one-word ques- 
tion is being asked by nearly every- 
one around the world. And while 
there are so many possible answers, 
there is only one that we can appeal 
to—an answer that provides hope 
in the face of horror, and life in the 
midst of death. « ? 


Lack of Infrastructure Makes Aid Difficult 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


vide drinking water for tsunami 
victims. There has been some con- 
troversy about whether the whole 
team should be sent 
since it is very cost- 
ly, but the skills of 
its members have 
never been more 
needed. These are 
just a few of the 
incredible num- 
ber of relief agen- 
cies working both 
on the ground and 
here in Canada, yet 
the need is still acute. It gives one an 
idea as to the real extent of this di- 
Saster, 

The need for the quick distribu- 
tion of all this aid, however, faces 


In one area, it is 
estimated that 
half the provincial 
government was 
killed. 


major obstacles. One of the key 
problems is the remoteness of some 
of the areas that have been hit. Also, 
any infrastructure these areas had 
before the disaster is gone, making 
it difficult both to 
communicate with 
natives over there 
and to set up relief 
operations. In one 
area, it is estimated 
that half the pro- 
vincial government 
was killed. Another 
problem that re- 
lief workers face is 
a lack of roads and 
bridges, making it difficult to reach 
far-flung areas. 

The rebuilding process will take 
years, Entire communities have been 
swept away, families have been torn 


apart, and infrastructure is gone— 
all this in what was already one of 
the poorest areas of the world. The 
full impact of this catastrophe will 
likely not be known for some time, 
but it will be bigger than any of 
us thought. The media often has a 
short attention span when it comes 
to tragedies, as the rest of the world 
continues its daily life, but the inter- 
national community must continue 
to support these people as they re- 
build their lives. 

Even after the death toll is final- 
ized, people regain access to clean 
water, and relatives learn about the 
regpieinieryees vyseine We. 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


Are you enjoying the luxury of some extra free time before the semester really gets busy? 
Need something to do on a lonely Friday night? Don’t know whether it’s worth spending 
the money to go see or rent a movie? Stop worrying! We've done the work for you! 


Want a Quiet Night at Home? 


Try watching dust- 
collecting movies 
like The Big Kahuna 


BY BRIAN VANDOOREN 


Looking for something to do be- 
fore the crunch hits? Want a cheap, 


KEVIN SPACEY 
DANNY DEVITO 
PETER FACINELLI 


Saleowawskip oars 


with eanale. 


easy way to fill those idle, home- 
work-free nights? Why not pop into 
your local video store and check 
out some titles you’ve never heard 
about—like The Big Kahuna, starring 
Kevin Spacey? 

This 1999 film is an adaptation 
of Roger Rueff’s Hospitality Suite. 
Set entirely in a single hotel room, 
it is the story of three industrial lu- 
bricant salesmen trying to land that 
one big client on the last 
night of a convention. 

Spacey plays Larry 
Mann, a_ middle-aged 
cynic who dominates the 
movie with his dry wit and 
bluntness. In total contrast, 
Peter Facinelli plays Bob 
Walker, a well-intentioned 
newcomer to the game. As 
a born-again Christian, 
Bob has trouble separat- 
ing his life as a salesman 
from his religious views. 
Facinelli plays the naive 
nice guy to perfection, em- 
bodying everything that 
Spacey’s character is not. 

Caught between the 
two is Phil Cooper, played 
by Danny DeVito. After 
spending most of his life 
devoted to selling, Phil be- 
gins to question the value 
of his work and his life. 
As the movie progresses, 
Phil begins to contemplate 


Film Defies Generic 
Superhero Mold 


The Incredibles 
shatters tired 
conventions, yet 
there’s room for 
improvement 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


What would you do if all your 
superhero powers were one day 
stripped away from you? 

The Incredibles explores this trag- 
ic possibility. In this movie, a family 
of superheroes, appropriately called 
the Incredibles, receives blame for 
wreaking havoc in society by dis- 
playing their superhuman abilities. 
The government then forces them 
to suppress their superpowers and 
to fade into the social normalcy of 
everyday life. This creative twist of 
events makes for a unique diversion 
from typical comic-book, superhero 
plots. 

The movie has incredible poten- 
tial; it has humorous undertones and 
a unique setting and storyline. The 
twist of lawsuits that the Incredibles 
undergo is innovative and immedi- 
ately draws the movie's audience 
into its creative genius. Making light 
of the aggressive potential of super- 
hero capacities, the movie is a fresh 
break from the usual “hero takes on 
the world” theme. 
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However, after the immediate 
plug of interest brought forth in its 
beginning, the movie quickly turns 
into a whirl of fast-paced, do-or-die 
action scenes. From this point on, the 
central concern of the movie is the 
recovery of superpower strengths. 
Although it contains scenes of dra- 
matic life struggles that provide a 
great amount of thrill and suspense, 
the movie loses much depth and 
character development in the pro- 
cess. 

For viewers hoping for another 
Shrek movie, the Incredibles fails to 
provide a successful variant on a 
similarly hilarious theme. There are 
traces of mature humour throughout 
the latter movie, but the occasional 
wit and clever satire could have been 
more pronounced. Though some- 
what memorable, the characters lack 
some depth and would benefit from 
further development of their unique 
personalities. In particular, the 
voiceovers are incredibly notorious 
and, compared to other movies of 
its kind, the characters’ speech and 
mannerisms aren‘t distinct enough 
to be noticed or even easily mim- 
icked by the general public. 

With more polish and further de- 
velopment, the movie could appeal 
to a wider audience and truly en- 
gage its viewers. But this is not the 
end of the adventures of these in- 
triguing superheroes: the cliff-hang- 
er ending ensures viewers that there 
will be more incredible possibilities 
to follow. € 


raPIXARrum 


the existence of God, the mean- 
ing of love, and even his own sui- 
cide, while at the same time trying 
to please both of his younger asso- 
ciates. 

At his most philosophical mo- 
ment, Phil says to young Bob, “I’m 
saying you've already done plenty 
of things to regret, you just don’t 
know what they are. It’s when you 
discover them, when you see the 
folly in something you've done, and 
you wish that you had it do over, 
but you know you can’t, because 
it’s too late. So you pick that thing 
up and carry it with you to remind 
you that life goes on. The world will 
spin without you; you really don’t 
matter in the end.” 

Bob’s Christianity, which at first 
makes him seem naive and almost 


foolish in the world of hard-nosed 
business, is the perfect foil to Larry’s 
cynicism. The film neither endorses 
nor condemns any of the charac- 
ter’s morals or lifestyles, but it sug- 
gests that they all have considerable 
growing to do. It is up to the audi- 
ence to judge the characters and 
find their value. 

I should mention at this point 
that The Big Kahuna is rated R, and 
it does contain crude language and 
swearing. This review is not meant 
to debate the validity of swearing 
in movies or art, or any other such 
moral questions. I leave such dis- 
cernment to the informed reader. 

For anyone still interested in 
checking out this film, you must 
understand that it is lacking in ac- 
tion or movement of any kind. It is 


a thoughtful character study, driven 
by strong acting, but it is almost en- 
tirely dialogue. There are few big 
laughs, although Larry has often 
made me grin. At one point, Bob, 
eager to get into the action says, 
“Throw me in the water and see if 
I can swim.” Larry replies, “I think 
you're missing the point here, Bob. 
We're about to throw you off a cliff 
and see if you can fly.” 

I find movies like this much more 
interesting than grand action block- 
busters. Computers and hundreds 
of millions of dollars cannot take 
the place of quality acting and a 
creative script. Next time you find 
yourself in the video store, consid- 
er The Big Kahuna—or any other 
movie that puts acting ahead of ex- 
plosions. € * 


Speaking Spanglish 


Film presents 
complex characters 
and meaningful 
story 


BY JACQUELINE 
DONKERSLOOT 


Meet Flor and her daughter 
Cristina. As an illegal Mexican im- 
migrant, Flor acquires a job as a 
maid for the Clasky family, despite 
the fact that she speaks no English. 

Flor is the central character in 
Spanglish, and Hollywood new- 
comer Paz Vega plays the part 
brilliantly. Even when speaking 
untranslated Spanish, she commu- 
nicates her meaning very clearly, 
and it is obvious that her charac- 
ter is motivated by her love for her 
daughter. 

Written and directed by James L. 
Brooks, Spanglish examines the stuff 
of everyday life—work, marriage, 
love, discipline—with a particular 
focus on the relationship between 
parents and their children. Flor only 
wants what is best for her daughter, 
but deciding what is best proves to 
be a constant battle. John Clasky, 
played by a calm and mature Adam 


Sandler, wants the same for his two 
children, but he also has to deal with 
his well-intentioned but utterly mis- 
guided wife Deborah (Tea Leoni), 
whose self-centered lack of confi- 
dence results in arrogance and an 
unwillingness to 
simply relax or 
learn from oth- 
ers. The Clasky 
family’s two chil- 
dren—the weight- 
challenged Bernice 
and her younger 
brother, who _ is 
generally ignored 
throughout—fall Fag 
in love with Flor Pas 
as the two fami- 
lies struggle to 
co-exist despite 
cultural differenc- 
es and language 
barriers. 

This movie is 
simply about life: 
making the diffi- 
cult decisions that need to be made, 
making mistakes and learning from 
their consequences, and realizing 
the importance of trust and sup- 
port in a family. It is full of wonder- 
ful characters rich with humour and 
love. 

Only Leoni’s Deborah is some- 
what one-dimensional and annoy- 
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ing, never allowing the audience 
to take a breath or to sympathize 
with her behaviour. There are a few 
weaknesses in the plot (e.g. how are 
illegal immigrants working legally, 
going to school, and getting scholar- 
ships?), but it is the 
characterization 
and dialogue that 
make this movie 
successful. 

It is refreshing to 
see a movie with a 


strong, nurturing 
father _—_ character 
whose life is com- 
34 pletely wrapped 


up in his children, 
in spending time 
with them, wor- 
rying about them, 
and arguing on 
their behalf. The re- 
lationship between 
a child and a par- 
ent is an important 
one, and this movie 
takes it very seriously. Spanglish is 
narrated by Cristina in the form of 
a university application essay about 
the most influential person in her 
life—her mother. We hear about Flor 
from the point of view of her daugh- 
ter, and we see that making selfless 
decisions does have an impact on 
our children’s futures. € ” 
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Team strives to 
create cooperative 
and Christ-centred 

environment 


BY JOSEPH GROENEVELD 


If someone were to ask a mem- 
ber of the Royals hockey team about 
their season so far, he would say that 
they are very pleased. The players 
are playing as a team and are hav- 
ing loads of fun. Half of the hockey 
season has been played already, and 
after a slow start, the team is on fire 


SPORTS 


Sportsmanlike Hockey Means Success for Royals 


as of late. They are presently in a 
four-way tie for second place, and 
there are several reasons for their re- 
cent success, 

Forwards 

Scoring goals against the top 
teams is one necessary ingredient 
for success. So far the forwards have 
generally struggled in this area, but 
improvement has been shown as the 
team scored eight goals against the 
second-place Pirates in an 8-1 win a 
few weeks ago. 

A very positive feature of the 
forwards’ play is their fore-check- 
ing. An excellent fore-checking 
system employed by Coach Ron 
Oppertshauser has frustrated op- 
posing teams’ defence and caused 


numerous turnovers, leading to sev- 
eral goals. 

In addition, the forwards are 
back-checking hard and _ playing 
good man-to-man cover in the de- 
fensive zone. All of this is the re- 
sult of hard work and commitment 
to the team’s objectives. All the for- 
wards have played excellently and 
have contributed to every game. 
Honourable mention goes to Chris 
Butt, Danny VanGeest, and Chris 
Kotan, who have been pleasant sur- 
prises so far this year. 

Defensemen 

Defense was a questionable as- 
pect of the team at the beginning 
of the year but has since improved 
drastically. All of the defensemen are 


Canada Reclaims International 
Hockey Supremacy 


“Best team ever” 
dominates on North 
Dakotan Stage 


BY MARCEL VANDER WIER 


It has been eight long years since 
any writer has received the privi- 
lege of reporting a gold medal for the 
Canadian junior hockey team. But 
after the show Brent Sutter’s team 
put on during the last two weeks, it is 
hard to believe that Canada’s juniors 
will be less than golden ever again. 

The Canadians, who had not won 
gold in this tournament since 1997, 
utterly dominated every game they 
played in the 2005 World Junior 
Hockey Championship held in 
North Dakota, finally winning that 
elusive gold medal after a 6-1 shel- 
lacking of the Russians on January 
5. The team outscored their collective 
opponents 41-7, never trailed, and al- 
lowed only three even-strength goals 


in six games. 

Even without Nathan Horton and 
Brent Burns, Canada had a surplus of 
offensive talent highlighted by Boston 
Bruins centre and Tournament MVP 
Patrice Bergeron and his sensational 
17-year-old winger, Sidney Crosby. 
Depth of talent ran deep through- 
out this year’s squad; Jeff Carter 
and winger Ryan Getzlaf combined 
for 22 points on the second scoring 
line, while last year’s fourth overall 
NHL draft pick, Andrew Ladd, and 
captain Mike Richards were restrict- 
ed to the third line. Even fourth-line 
checker Clarke MacArthur chipped 
in with four goals in six games. Yet, 
while Canada’s relentless fore-check 
and puck-cycling often kept the puck 
in the offensive zone for minutes at 
a time, it was the defensive work of 
team Canada that was particularly 
mind-numbing. 

Led by stalwart Dion Phaneuf, the 
Canadian defence corps made stop- 
ping pucks effortless for goaltender 
Jeff Glass. Phaneuf, named top de- 
fenseman in’ the tournamént, and 


partner Shea Weber, spent the ma- 
jority of the tournament facing the 
opponent's best trio of forwards; still, 
they allowed just one goal-against 
while they were on the ice. Shawn 
Belle was an extreme physical pres- 
ence, punishing countless amounts 
of opponents with his colossal 6'1, 
229 lb. frame: 

This was easily one of the finest na- 
tional junior teams ever assembled, 
thanks in large part to the lack of 
NHL hockey. Due to the four-month- 
old lockout, world-class talents like 
Bergeron, Carter, and Phaneuf were 
made available to the team, and they 
let their play speak for itself. 

Canada has re-established global 
dominance in its national sport, and 
it is currently defending champs of 
every international hockey tour- 
nament possible. The tournament 
was an incredible display of hock- 
ey dominance that was almost sick- 
ening to watch. Ottawa Senators 
GM John Muckler may have said it 
the best: “Awesome team...the best 
ever.” @? . 


committed to a man-to-man system, 
which has reduced the number of 
scoring chances for the opposition. 
The defensemen are also focusing 
on keeping opposing forwards away 
from goalie Cory McArthur and the 
net so that he can focus on the shoot- 
er. Continued progress is also seen 
in the breakout system. Overall, 
team defence is the main reason for 
recent team success. 

Goaltending 

McArthur has proven very reli- 
able again this season. He is gaining 
more confidence every game; he is 
coming out of his net more and cut- 
ting down the shooter’s angle. The 
team is fifth in the league in “goals 
against,” in large part because of 
McArthur and the team’s commit- 
ment to defence. His helpful insights 
for the team’s defensive system are 
very beneficial to the team. 

Special Teams 

The Royals’ power-play is okay, 
but it needs improvement: they 
sometimes have trouble gaining 
control of the puck in the offensive 
zone. This is an area where practice 
is needed since they receive several 
power-plays per game. The team’s 
penalty kill has been excellent so far 
this season. Teams are having a dif- 
ficult time controlling the puck be- 
cause of the pressure of the Royals’ 
forwards, especially those who are 
forcing the opposition to make er- 
rant passes. 

Coaching 

Oppertshauser’s return as coach 
this year has been a huge bonus to 
the team. On the one hand, he has 
excellent knowledge of both the 
game of hockey and the league. 
More importantly, he has helped fos- 
ter a cooperative and unselfish team 
environment. Here are three posi- 
tive aspects that Oppertshauser has 
instilled in the team: 

1) Line changes are fairly quick 
and consistent so that all players re- 
ceive equal playing time and their 
energy is utilized to the maximum. 


2) The whole team has a “defence 
first’ approach. It is vital for the 
whole team to be on the same page. 
With the Royals having many goal 
scorers, scoring goals is not a prob- 
lem; keeping them out is of utmost 
importance because it is likely that 
the opposing team will score enough 
to win. 

3) The discipline factor cannot be 
stressed enough, as this may be the 
most disciplined team Redeemer 
hockey has ever had. From day one, 
Oppertshauser has encouraged the 
players to play for Christ, and a big 
part of that is showing Christian 
sportsmanship and “turning the 
other cheek.” Many Christians think 
they can excuse themselves for er- 
ratic and sinful behaviour in sports, 
but this is a completely false belief; 
Christians are to take every thought 
captive to Christ wherever they are 
and whatever they do. So far this 
season the Royals have the second- 
least penalty minutes in the league 
with an average time of 4.92 per 
game! They are not perfect, howev- 
er, as they continually need to work 
on reducing the amount of swear- 
ing that occurs. Oppertshauser and 
the players should be commended 
and encouraged not for their wins, 
but for their discipline, as they try 
to play a style of hockey that is truly 
glorifying to God. 

This has been a great season so 
far, with the weekend series against 
Calvin College being the highlight. 
Even though the scores showed huge 
victories for Calvin, both games 
were very clean and sportsmanlike. 
Both teams worked very hard, were 
challenged, and had lots of fun. The 
Royals benefited very much from 
these games, which brought them 
closer together as a team. The team 
hopes to continue to provide excit- 
ing, entertaining, and God-glorify- 
ing hockey in the future and thanks 
all of the fans for supporting them 
while bearing the cold temperatures 
of the arena. GO ROYALS GO! € ? 
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DIVERSIONS 


Bounty Hunting May be Your Forté 


Who says it’s an 
unconventional 
career option? 


BY BONNIE SUTHERLAND 


Many Redeemer students are 
quickly realizing that, instead of 
coasting through university with- 
out giving the future any serious 
thought, they should figure out 
what opportunities lie out there in 
the great big world. There are quite a 
few careers to choose from: teacher, 
minister, news anchorperson, rock 


star; the list goes on and on, but one 
career that is generally overlooked is 
that of the bounty hunter. 

At this point some of you may be 
thinking, “A bounty hunter? Isn’t 
that illegal?” Actually, bounty hunt- 
ing is very legal. As a bounty hunter, 
you get to use your high intelligence, 
people skills, physical strength, and 
amazing endurance both to benefit 
society and to impress persons of 
the opposite sex. A bounty hunter 
is employed by a bail-bondsman (or 
bondsperson) when a criminal has 
skipped the appointed court date. 
Because the police are too busy ar- 
resting other people, the bounty 
hunter is hired, for a reasonable fee, 
to track the criminal down and re- 
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turn him or her to the hands of the 
judicial system. 

Bounty hunters are also allowed 
to use any means necessary to catch 
the crook. They can break into hous- 
es without a warrant and kick down 
doors if they want to. They also do 
stakeouts and eat lots of fast food. 
Bounty hunting allows you to do all 
the exciting stuff and 
leaves others to deal 
with the more mun- 
dane aspects of the 


example, you coul 
choose a career as a 
police officer, but they 
don’t always have 
lives of thrills and ad- 
venture, They have 
lots of paperwork 
and tedious things to 
do like directing traffic, catching 
speeders, monitoring fall fairs and 
parades, and doing drug busts at 
elementary schools. What could be 
more boring? 

The closest career to bounty hunt- 
ing is being a mafia hit-man (or 
hit-person). It seems to be just as 
exciting, but there are some major 
downsides too. One difference be- 
tween bounty hunting and being a 
hit-man is that, as a bounty hunter, 
you cannot kill anyone. In the Wild 
West, bounty hunters frequently 
took their men ‘dead or alive,’ but 
nowadays practices are a little more 


A career in the 
mafia does not fit 
judicial system. For jnto our Reformed 

worldview. The 

bounty hunter is 
the mafia hit-man 
redeemed! 


humane and allowing the person to 
live is the trend. 

This may be a wholesome alter- 
native for those of you who have 
been considering the mafia after 
university. As a bounty hunter, you 
could work with the law yet take 
matters into your own hands if 
you need to. Also, your life would 
not be in danger all 
the time. The people 
you would work for 
would not be waiting 
behind you, poised to 
plunge a long glittery 
knife into your back. I 
think everyone would 
agree that a career in 
the mafia does not fit 
into our Reformed 
worldview. The boun- 
ty hunter is the mafia 
hit-man redeemed! 

Generally, bounty hunters have 
only one opportunity to catch the 
felon, and it must be done well. The 
best, although not the most exciting, 
way to catch the intended person is 
to use the element of surprise. If the 
felon knows that you are coming, he 
or she won't wait around. The catch- 
ing works best if the crook is sleep- 
ing, half asleep, slightly confused, 
or waist deep in soft mud. This way 
you can burst in (or out) and quick- 
ly tackle the person to the floor (or 
the bottom of the quagmire). If using 
this tactic doesn’t work, the crook 


will flee and your best opportunity 
will have fled with him. 

Both men and women can be 
bounty hunters. The stereotypical 
image of a bounty hunter is a big 
buff Ramboesque man who won't 
stop for anything to get what he 
wants, Since there are no longer any 
men who look like Rambo, the face 
of bounty hunting has changed. As 
long as you have a sharp mind and 
a deep understanding of people, this 
may be the career for you. 

Here are five ways that Redeemer 
can help you on your way to a career 
in bounty hunting; 

1) Long lines for soup and com- 
munal meal exercise your patience 
and train you for long stakeouts. 

2) Walking all the way from the 
dorms to the school helps you to 
build endurance for long foot chas- 
es. 
3) Stealthily sneaking into a 
friend’s room while they are sleep- 
ing to stick green beans up his or her 
nose helps you understand the im- 
portance of the element of surprise. 

4) If you get locked out of your 
dorm, don’t call security; kick the 
door down. 

5) Neo-Platonic dualism is bad. 

So when you are perusing your 
career opportunities, don’t count 
this option out. Bounty hunting is 
legal, respectable, and arguably one 
of the most exciting and challenging 
jobs out there. ¢ ? 


The Sofa Bed Unfolds 


And the transition 
to adulthood 
commences 


BY AMY BINDER 


One day in the middle of October 
I got a call from my mom that 
changed my life forever. On that 
fateful day, [became an adult. 

I should have seen it coming as I'd 
been exhibiting signs of adulthood 
for years. | bought my own clothes, 
made my own food, and drove my 
siblings around, I did my own laun- 
dry, had my name on a lease, and 
paid bills. | even used words like 
“dichotomy” and “infrastructure.” 
Somehow, in spite of all these signs, 
I'd managed to convince myself that 
I wasn’t really an adult yet. After all, 
I still had a bedroom in my parents’ 
house. 

That, apparently, is the key to 
one’s adult status. I know a 25-year- 
old lawyer who still isn’t an adult 
because he has a bedroom in his par- 
ents’ house. I, a humble undergrad, 
am more of an adult than he, be- 
cause as of two weeks ago | no lon- 
ger have that safety net. 

Perhaps I should explain myself a 
little better. Let’s take a look at that 
phone call from my mom. Please 
keep in mind that the conversation 
occurred at the crack of dawn (that 


is, sometime around noon), which 
is the reason for my lack of verbal 
ability. 

Phone: rings shrilly 

Amy: grunts 

Phone: is annoyingly persistent 

Amy: “Mmmnnnnnggrrrraaaaaa 
aaaar.” 

Mom: “We sold the house!” 

Amy’s Left Brain: Hooray? This 
call definitely could have come later 
in the day. 

Amy’s Right Brain: The house was 
for sale? 

Mom: “.,..Blah blah, square foot- 
age, blah blah, prime location, blah 
blah, sorry there’s not a room for 
you, but wait until you see the of- 
fice!” 

Amy: “Whoa, Back up. What was 
that? Use small words.” 

Mom: “I said, the office is amaz- 
ing.” 

Amy: “Mother. Are you telling me 
that you’re kicking me out?!” 

Mom: “Well, there’s always the 
sofa bed...” 

And just like that, I was an Adult. 
I now had Responsibilities. | now 
had to Fend For Myself. I now had 
No Place To Go If My Housemates 
Gave My Room To A One-Armed 
Bandit from Aroostook. I now had a 
strong urge to curl up in the fetal po- 
sition and cry like a baby. I managed 
to refrain. 

I spent the next three days in a 
stupor. I wandered aimlessly up and 
down the stairs I paid $225 plus utili- 


ties per month for. The brown carpet 
mocked me. My computer mocked 
me. My car mocked me. My house- 
mates mocked me. Not to my face, 
of course—I was an Adult, and I 
could kick their “bedroom in par- 
ents’ house” butts all the way back to 
childhood. The shower mocked me. 
The washer and dryer mocked me. 
In short, my life was in shambles. 

I've had some time to grow accus- 
tomed to this whole Being An Adult 
thing. I even helped my parents 
move into the new house. I stood in 
the office (which should have been 
my bedroom) and glared at the desk, 
kicked at the bookshelves, smacked 
the computer, and lit a box of poten- 
tially important papers on fire. I did 
not, however, throw a hissy-fit, a fact 
that I think shows my supreme ma- 
turity. I left the room calmly and shut 
the door quietly behind me, closing 
in the scent of burning receipts. I am, 
after all, an Adult now. 

Right now I could be doing Adult 
things, but there’s nothing left to ac- 
complish. My laundry is clean and 
folded, my bills are paid, and both 
of my siblings can drive now. Also, 
one can only use the word “dichot- 
omy” so many times a day before 
you start sounding ridiculous, and 
I reached that saturation point long 
ago. I’m all caught up on my Adult 
things. I’m ready to go forth in 2005, 
as an Adult. 

Besides, this sofa bed is really 
comfortable. € ? 


Blessed are the 
Geeks. 
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